
Panasonic VDR-M53 DVD Video Camera Surviving Guide

This user guide has been adapted for use of the Tutorial Center Video taping session.

Number in [ ] indicates reference to the diagram.

Additional details/further assistance can be found on the original User Manual. 

Before you begin, you will need one of the following discs to record your video:

· DVD-RAM (8 cm) 




· DVD-R (8 cm)

Look for the disc that has either logos:
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If it’s easier for you, you may purchase a disc from the Skills/Tutorial Center

( Go to see a Tutorial staff at L-47 or E-36

1. Before you begin

· The power cable [4] of the DVD Video Camera (the camera hereafter) should be properly connected. 

· Open the LCD monitor: The LCD monitor has a spot at the bottom edge where you can land your finger. Hook the finger there to open the monitor. Tilt it to a desirable angle for view. [7]

· Turn on the camera: press and hold the blue Power Switch Toggle button [14] and turn the Power Switch so that the red Video icon is aligning with the white dot [13].

2. Inserting a brand-new recordable disc 

· Press the DISC EJECT lever [16] down.

· The Disc Compartment cover [12] will be opened slightly. Open the cover further by hand.

· Insert a new disc securely in place with recording side face inward.

· Gently push the area marked PUSH CLOSE [11] to close the cover.

· “This disc must be formatted before it can be used by this camera” will appear on the screen.

· Press the PLAY/PAUSE button [2].

· You will see “Format the disc now?”

· Choose “YES” with the Directional buttons [3].

· Press PLAY/PAUSE button [2].

· The disc will be formatted.

· When formatting is complete, you will see “DVD-R disc, Video mode cannot be changed”.

· Press the PLAY/PAUSE button [2].

3. Start recording

· The camera should sit securely on the tripod.

· Position the camera as desired.

· Open the Lens Cap [9] of the camera.

· Open the LCD monitor if it’s not already done so. [7]

· Turn the Power Switch [13] to the Video mode if it’s not already done so.

· Check the image on screen to see if it captures the wanted objects. Make any adjustment as needed (e.g., zooming with the ZOOM button [10], reposition the camera, etc).

· Press the REC button [15] to start recording.

· Press the REC button [15] again will stop recording.

· When the recording is finished, turn off the camera by turning the Power Switch [13] to the OFF position. 

· Replace the Lens Cap [9] to protect the lens.

· If you wish, you may instantly playback the video for satisfaction or secure check on what was recorded (see Step 4 below.

4. Playback the video on the camera

· The Power Switch [13] should be on the Video mode.

· The LCD monitor should be opened. [7]

· Press the PLAY/PAUSE button [2] to play the video.

· Adjust the sound volume by the Volume Control (+/-) buttons [6].

· Repeating the PLAY/PAUSE button [2] allows you to pause and resume playback the video.

· After reviewing the video, press the STOP button [5] to stop playback.

( If you are happy with the video, go to the Step 5 to finalize the disc.

( If you are not happy with the video, do NOT finalize the disc yet, as you won’t be able to use the finalized disc to record new clip of footage. Go to Step 3 above to start recording again. If you need another video taping session, schedule one and come back later.

5. Finalize disc 

· Press the DISC NAVIGATION button [1].

· Press the MENU button [8].

· Choose “Disc” menu with the Directional buttons [3].

· Choose “Finalize Disc” [3].

· Press the PLAY/PAUSE button [2].

· Choose “YES” [3].

· Press the PLAY/PAUSE button [2].

· It is time-consuming to finalize a disc. Be patient. Do NOT turn off the camera or cut the power supply during the finalizing process. Otherwise, data will be lost. If you choose not to finalize the disc, you can only view it on this camera. Viewing it on any other equipment will corrupt the data and turn the disc into a bad disc!

6. After you finish

· Press the DISC EJECT lever [16] down.

· The Disc Compartment cover [12] will open slightly. Open the cover further by hand.

· Remove the disc carefully as you would remove a CD out of a CD player.

· Gently push the area marked PUSH CLOSE [11] to close the cover.

· Turn off the camera by rotating the Power Switch [13] to the OFF position.

Well done and Congratulations!

Now you can take the DVD disc as a souvenir of your great job. If you have finalized the disc, you can play it in your favorite computer with a DVD player or any compatible stand-alone DVD player.

