
ALL IN FOR FAFSA/CADAA
F A C T  S H E E T  F O R  A L L  I N  F O R  F R E E  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  F E D E R A L
S T U D E N T  A I D  ( F A F S A )  A N D  C A  D R E A M  A C T  A P P L I C A T I O N  ( C A D A A )

LET'S GO
ALL IN FOR
FAFSA/
CADAA

W H E N  T O  A P P L Y

The FAFSA and CADAA for 2024-2025 will open 
sometime in December 2023

Students and their families are encouraged to apply as 
early as possible to maximize financial aid opportunities
unless the student has formally submitted an opt-out waiver. 

F A F S A  V S  C A D A A

Students only need to fill out ONE of these 
depending on their residential status.

FAFSA: Student is a US citizen, permanent resident, 
T-Visa holder, or other eligible noncitizen

CADAA; Student is undocumented (with or without DACA),
has Temporary Protected Status, or is a U-Visa holder

ALL IN INFO

California ranks
#1 in the nation in
total financial aid: 

$3
billion

W H Y ?  
All students deserve to continue their education beyond
high school. Completing the FAFSA/CADAA provides access
to various financial aid resources that will help reduce the
cost of attendance.

W H A T  I S  F I N A N C I A L  A I D ?  
The combination of grants, scholarships, work-study
opportunities, student loans, and other forms of aid to help
students finance higher education.

A L L  I N  F O R  F A F S A / C A  D R E A M  A C T  

Starting in the 2022-23 school year, high schools and school
districts (Local Educational Agencies) must ensure that 12th
graders complete a Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) or CA Dream Act Application (CADAA). 

G E T  H E L P  W I T H  A P P L Y I N G

Our financial aid experts offer free assistance to
students and families to complete their FAFSA or
CADAA applications and answer any financial aid
related questions. 

Visit us at cash4college.csac.ca.gov to view all
Cash for College online webinars and workshops
near you. 

REGISTER
for a free Cash for
College workshop
and find a checklist
of what to bring 

F I N D  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  R E S O U R C E S :  C S A C . C A . G O V / H O W - A P P L Y
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