Koreans

Population, Gender Ratio, and Family Formation

Prior to 1965 the Korean American population was quite small. About
“eleven thousand agricultural workers, predominantly men, were recruited
“for Hawaiian plantations before 1905. Most had been recruited by an
. American from Hawaii who had moved to Korea in 1902 and had been
‘granted authority by the Korean government to arrange employment
for laborers abroad. They were used primarily as strikebreakers when
' Japanese laborers challenged poor working conditions.” By and large
" they were recruited from an unemployed urban class, although many
were illiterate farmers from northern Korea, which was suffering from
~ drought and economic difficulties.” Because of the very limited nature
- of their immigration, after an initial surge from 19025 Koreans ceased
to be perceived as a threat by most laborers on the West Coast.
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TABLE 7
Comparison of Korean American Population with Immigration
by Decade and the Immigration Law in Effect, 1910-1990

Decade Immigration in Law in effect
ending Populatien  prior decade in prior decade
1910 5,008 Gentlemen’s Agreement
1920 6,181 Gentlemen’s Agreement
1930 8,332 Gentlemen’s Agreement and 1924 Act
1940 8,568 1924 Act
1950 7,030° b 1924 Act
1960 11,000° 7,025° 1924 Act, then
Asian-Pacific triangle in 1952
1970 69,150 34,526 1952 Act, then 1965 amendments
1980 357,393 267,638 1965 amendments
1990 798,849 336,000 1965 amendments

sourcEes: Knoll 1982: 138; Gardner et al. 1985: 8, table 2; Xenos et al. 1987: 252-53, table 11.1; 1959 and 1961
INS Annual Reports.

“Hawaii only.

PINS did not begin to count Koreans separately until 1948, when 39 entered each year until 1952.

“Foreign-born. This figure increased 1o 38,711 by 1970 {1975 census, p. 117). However, according to Hyung-
Chan Kim, in 1965 there were 2,165 immigrants and 4,717 nonimmigrants of which 1,027 were naturalized
(H. Kim 1974: 26, table ).

4Calculated from table 14 of 1959 and 1961 INS Annual Reports.

When Korea was a protectorate and then a possession of Japan from §
1905 t0 1945, it was subject first to the restrictions of the Gentlemen’s .8
Agreement and then to the 1924 Act. These restrictions had little effect,
however, because Japan refused to allow any significant Korean emigra-.
tion. From 1910 to 1924 it permitted the same picture bride policy for.
Koreans as for Japanese, so that women could immigrate by marrying
Korean immigrants already in the United States.'” About 950 came to
Hawaii, and 115 to the mainland. Between 1910 and 1918, 541 refugee
Korean students came without passports fleeing Japanese persecution.
They campaigned against Japanese domination of their home country '§
and became leaders in the Korean American community.' After 1924,
however, further immigration was prohibited under the ineligible-to-
citizenship bar. Until the Japanese defeat in 1945, when Korea was parti-
tioned into two autonomous states, the only other Korean arrivals were 3
several hundred who came via China, Europe, and Japan.

Thus Korean immigration in the first half of the twentieth century - §
never neared the numbers of the Chinese, Japanese, and Filipinos. The
population, which stood at 5,008 in 1910, increased to only 8,332 in 1930
and to only 8,568 in 1940 (see Table 7). The overwhelming majority lived -
in Hawaii.'®
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Even after the partition of Korea in 1945, few were able to immigrate.
North Koreans were immediately restrained by their military-domi-
nated government. And South Koreans and other Asians continued to
be excluded under the 1924 Act after the repeal of Chinese exclusion in
1943. From 1948 to 1951 the Immigration and Naturalization Service
recorded a total of only 128 Korean immigrants.'*

Between 1952 and 1965 South Koreans demonstrated an increasing
interest in immigration to escape political unrest, social turmoil, and
economic instability. The Korean War (1950—53) had caused great dam-
age to the economy, and the failure to conclude a peace treaty left the
threat of renewed confrontation with the North ever present.'” South
Korea relied heavily on U.S. aid to finance its postwar reconstruction.
The lack of resources and the need to support a large army caused high
inflation; by 1957 the economy was showing a net decline.’ The lack of
economic opportunity at home combined with the close American ties
forged during and after the war caused many Koreans to view emigra-
tion to the United States as a desirable option. Many Americans felt
sympathy for Koreans and their cause, although certainly some resented
the idea of American soldiers dying over a Korean “problem.”

The Korean American population managed some impressive growth
even before the 1965 reforms. The McCarran-Walter Act’s repeal of racial
exclusion and assignment of a minimum quota of one hundred' opened
a small window of opportunity. Yet more Koreans—especially military
wives and adopted orphans—were able to enter. Between 1952 and 1960,
6,993 Korean immigrants entered,” and 10,179, primarily nonquota
immigrants, arrived from 1961 to 1965.” They and their children born in
the United States pushed the population to about 45,000 by 1965, a
fivefold increase from the 1950 population of approximately 7,500 (see
Table 7).

The ratio of men to women as of 1965 had become fairly even. Only
10 percent of the laborers who migrated to Hawaii from 1902 to 1905
were women, many of whom married non-Koreans.”” The emigration of
Korean picture brides between 1910 and 1924 helped provide some bal-
ance, yet by 1930 the population was still 66 percent male.™ In the late
1950’s and early 1960’s, Korean immigration was increasingly dominated
by women who entered through military marriages and adoptions
under the 1952 nonquota provisions.” From 1959 to 1965, 70 percent
Were women, 40 percent of whom were 20 to 39.”* Many were known as
War brides because of their marriages to soldiers who fought in the
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Korean War.™ About 40 percent were girls under the age of 4, who were
adopted by families moved by the huge number of orphans left after the
Korean War.”” Because the population was so small prior to 1952, a dis-
proportionate number of women immigrants in the years following the
1952 Act accounted for the nearly balanced gender ratio by 1965.

Geographic Distribution and Residential Patterns

Koreans were attracted to the West Coast soon after they were allowed to
immigrate. Plantation representatives recruited them to work in Hawaii E
after Chinese exclusion. But eventually some of them were attracted to
the West Coast after railway companies sent representatives to Hawaii.
From there railroad workers were recruited to work in agriculture again.
Two thousand Koreans had arrived in San Francisco by 1907, and by 1910 |
small groups of Korean farm laborers were scattered up and down the 4
West Coast. Dinuba and Reedley in California’s San Joaquin Valley 4
became centers of small but flourishing communities. The expansion of 1
agriculture in southern California created more jobs for Korean farm
workers there.”™ In addition, Denver, Seattle, Salt Lake City, and Butte,
Montana, had numbers of migratory Korean miners and railway work- 2
ers who formed small, isolated farming communities. Like the Japanese, :
these farmers were able to sustain a rural life because within ten years:
they were able to form families with the thousand picture brides wh
arrived from Korea.”” :
In 1940 the population was predominantly rural, but like the rest of §
American society, became increasingly urbanized during and after
World War II. As students and refugees entered in the 1920’s and 19308, 4
small communities developed in New York, Chicago, Washington, D.C.,
and some college towns in the East and Midwest. By 1945, eight hundred ;,
Koreans lived in Los Angeles, three hundred in New York City, and three
hundred in Chicago.*® i3
Small residential and business areas emerged in these cities usually §
within or next to a larger Asian enclave, where certain needs, such as for
specialized groceries, could be met.™ Although supporting Korea’s inde-
pendence brought Koreans together as well,”™ establishing economic
networks was a high priority. And though issues of race and a sense O
comfort in numbers helped establish these enclaves, the intensity of the
racial hostility that led to Chinatowns was not present. An emphasis on
an economic impetus for the enclave would continue after 1965.
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Careers and Socioeconomic Status

Early Koreans were predominantly agricultural workers, but the arrival
of students and political refugees resulted in some occupational varia-
tion. The students and refugees who entered between 1910 and 1940
struggled economically. Most students had to work in low-wage jobs as
farm laborers, factory workers, cooks, waiters, chauffeurs, janitors
houseboys, stevedores, and dishwashers, while women worked’mainly ir;
sweatshops.™ But some demonstrated a facility for small business. B
1920 they started laundries, restaurants, retail groceries, and shoe re.paisli
shops.'* Korean-owned hotels also could be found throughout California
and Washington."**

' EspeFiaHy early on, Korean laborers suffered from the same intense
racial animosity that the Chinese and Japanese experienced. The main-
stream often made little distinction between Chinese, Japanese, and
Koreans. In one highly publicized event in 1913, Korean farm wc;rkers
were attacked by an angry crowd of white workers and thrown on an
outbound train because the crowd had mistaken them for Japanese.'

Qf the men who entered after the 1952 Act, a noticeable proportion
described themselves as professionals, managers, or the like. Without a
doubt,‘the majority of those entering at the time were unskilled women
and‘chnldren. But 6 percent between 1959 and 1963 were classified as pro-
fessionals and managers.” Thus the immigration laws facilitated the
entry of some professionals from Korea even before the 1965 changes
although this effect was not as substantial as for Filipino immigrants. ,

Asian Indians

Population, Gender Ratio, and Family Formation

i}fevc\;ﬁf;j?e inc{ljla?; immigrated in the late nineteenth and early twenti-
Prospert. inﬁ Un }11 e thg other groups, Indian workers could explore
Unitng oo rm:l : Empire colonies. They were a better option than the
xpengin, .oes, which represented a longer, more arduous, and more
Staten o1 rJl urpiy. The few laborers who took a chance on the United
ora f;gowu . a small number of more educated Indians, accounted
It m 1881 to 1917 of 0n¥y.about seven thousand.
a was ineffective in acquiring strong immigration rights for its
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Korean Americans
Population and Gender Ratio

Population

The expansion of the Korean American community has been remark-
able. Families had begun reuniting and growing before 196s; still growth
came slowly, and in 1965 the population totaled only about 45,000. By
1990, however, it was almost 800,000—nearly a staggering eighteenfold
increase in 25 years."s The 1965 reforms and deteriorating economic and
social conditions in Korea set the stage for emigration.

After 1965, there was virtually no emigration from the closed
Communist dictatorship in North Korea. In the 1960’ and 1970’s, South
Koreans’ right to dissent or to criticize the government was sharply
restricted, and the government maintained complete control over the
media. The Korean Central Intelligence Agency became infamous for its
unlimited authority to investigate or detain political dissidents."* The
Korean War had crippled the economy, and a dubious reconstruction
plan made the country depend on foreign exports, raw materials, and
capital investment. The economy was left vulnerable to recessions in the
Japanese and American markets, even though it has performed well
compared with other industrialized nations."”

Between 1969 and 1971 Korean immigration more than doubled
from 6,045 to 14,297, and in 1987 it topped 35,000."> More than 620,000
entered between 1966 and 1990.® In fact, Koreans have since 1973 been
the third largest Asian immigrant group behind Filipinos and Chinese.""
By 1980 an incredible 81.9 percent of the community was foreign-born,"
second only to that of the newly developing refugee Vietnamese American
community. Since 35,000 Koreans immigrate each year, the proportion
of foreign-born will remain high for some time.

After the 1965 reforms a noteworthy share of Koreans (though not as
many as Filipinos and Indians) came as occupational migrants, but
eventually the use of family categories dominated (see Tables ¢ and 10).
In 1969, for example, 23.2 percent of Koreans entered in the occupational
categories, and an additional 11.6 percent took advantage of the newly
Created investor category. Immigrants who entered through these occu-
Pational categories were able, in time, to petition for their relatives
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under the family categories, so more began to come as family members.
In 1969, for example, 64 percent of Korean immigration came through
family categories, and that figure rose to 91 percent by 1988, when those
entering through occupational categories declined to less than 9 percent.

Gender Ratio

An unusually unbalanced gender ratio in the Korean American commu-
nity—72.3 men to 100 women in 1980"—is accounted for by the pre-
dominance of women among Korean immigrants between the 1952 Act
and the 1965 reforms and after the new 1965 immigration categories. The
perpetuation of this ratio appears likely. In 1989, for example, 18,942
Korean women immigrated compared 10 15,275 men.” This contrast is
striking since men slightly outnumber women in Korea.” ,
There are several reasonable explanations why women dominated %
Korean immigration, beyond the fact that men were petitioning for
families.” Over the last 25 years Korean female nurses were trained for §
work in U.S. hospitals by specially established companies in Korea.'” 4
Between 1965 and 1977, for example, over seven thousand of these nurses
entered the United States.”» Many other Korean women who immigrate 1
prefer the employment opportunities in the United States to those in
South Korea. Korean women perceive relatively progressive views on ,
gender equality in the United States.™ Marriages between U.S. service- g
men stationed in South Korea and Korean women also contributed.”

Geographic Distribution and Residential Patterns

Since the Korean American population was very small compared to ‘-
Chinese, Japanese, and Filipinos in 1965, its current geographic distribu-
tion may represent how Asian Americans might have distributed them-
selves in the absence of stringent controls. In any event Korean §
American settlement choices seem to be relatively free of the lure of pre- 4
existing ethnic enclaves, and that would seem to explain how they were 1
dispersed. i

Although early Korean laborers went to Hawaii, the Japanese banon
Korean emigration in 1905 precluded them from establishing communi- §
ties there before 1965. They were prohibited from responding to the 4
plantation recruitments that drew so many Japanese and Filipinos t0 %
the islands. Lacking well-established Korean American communities,
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Hawaii still has not attracted many Koreans. In 1990, for example, on}
3.1 percent resided in Hawaii—a small share when compared to fhe, la;l i’
proportion of Japanese (29.2 percent) and Filipinos (12 percent). ¥
Thus 'the 1965 amendments’ easing of controls over Asian' immi-
gration dls.persed Korean Americans throughout the United States
Unlike Chinese, Filipinos, Japanese, and Vietnamese, less than hal%
(44-4 percen.t) live in the West. Almost 23 percent live in the Northeast
19.2 percent in the South, and 13.7 percent in the Midwest." Just unde;
32.5 percent of the entire population is in California.”* But Koreans can
also be found in New York (12 percent), Illinois (5.2 percent), New

Jersey (4.8 percent), Texas (4 percent), Virgini
Washington (3.7 percent). , Virginia (3.8 percent), and

Urbanization

By the 19§0’s South Korea’s economic gains had extended primarily to its
Fommeraal and industrial sectors. As the country moved to indu);trial
ize, the gap between urban and rural living standards widened. From th—
mid-1960’s to late 1970’s, South Korea’s urban population ;'ose frorr?
about 28 percent to 55 percent because of rural migration to the cities.”
Beacll?_ﬁiij?%s Korean immigrants settled in the Los Angeles-Long
DA 1a;l(rin illr'ea,. 3,'336 went to Ne.:w York City, 1,854 to Washington,
Thu's M NZW » —k 1rgilmﬁ,. 1,3.84 to Chicago, and 1,075 to Philadelphia.=
—n 137or and Illinois abput 85 percent reside in New York City
icago, and 92.5 percent in an urban-suburban environment.*
soutﬁe:;grclilf}cant 20 percent qf Ifo.rean immigrants choose to live in
fon o & ;es, fgpeaall'y in Vlrglnla} and Texas.” This unusual attrac-
e o outh appears to be at-trlbutable in part to a judgment that
e present gf)od economic op_portunities. Relatives and other
grant friends might follow for social as well as economic reasons.*

Ghettoization

C .

mir;lﬁiri(i Sto otl:ier Asian groups, the efnerging Korean American com-

Options pres ;r:'? del;fery different choices regarding the resettlement

Americans Kore Xr;he.lg 65 reforms. For example, unlike Filipino

enclayes t}iou hean ericans have not clustered in large residential

7,000 ) o gh some small pock.ets have developed. In 1980 more than
resided in the New York City—Newark-Jersey City area,* but the
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ants has been to scatter throughout the sub-
urbs after attaining some economic success in the cities.> They have
tended to cluster in urban neighborhoods related to business interests.
Koreans in New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago have established pock-
ets of businesses.'® Most of these businesses are small, with some cater-
ing to Korean ethnic tastes. Others serve African Americans or Latinos
who reside in the area. Unfortunately, some Koreans in places such as
Los Angeles and New York have been involved in well-publicized
conflicts with African American residents and customers.

The economic class of most Korean immigrants accounts for the
relative absence of inner-city Korean ghettos. While some working-class
immigrants have begun to reside in Koreatowns, such as in Los Angeles,
most Korean immigrants are young and educated, and from the urban
elite or middle classes of South Korean society." They can afford to live 1
in suburban neighborhoods. Instead of staying in touch by establishing
suburban enclaves, they use churches for regular meeting places and 3§
often establish a center for social and cultural gatherings. This rela-
tively educated class does not have the same desire or need to live
together as have working-class professional Filipinos. :

tendency of Korean immigr

Careers

The professional and nonpreference investor categories established by
the 1965 amendments facilitated the entry of a substantial number of
wealthy and professional Koreans. As noted above, in 1969, 23.2 percent |
of Korean immigrants entered in occupational categories (which
include professionals), and 11.6 percent entered on nonpreference visas,
which were primarily used by investors (see Table 9). Between these two
categories, then, over a third in 1969 had professional job skills or:
sufficient funds to start a business. ;
Like Asian Indians and Filipinos, many potential immigrants begar
tailoring their training to meet the technical requirements of occupa- £
tional categories.* The demand for specialized training was so strong’
that schools and companies in Korea were established solely to teac
skills that would qualify.'” Doctors, nurses, and pharmacists entered 4
these training programs in large numbers. By 1977 thirteen thousand
Korean medical professionals were working in the United States."®
Once Koreans had developed family ties in the United States, they}
were able to immigrate more easily through the family unity categories.|
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Since those immigrants are not required to demonstrate that
qualified workers are available fo i j btain
qualiied w ' r particular jobs, they are able to obtain
. bmore quickly.* By the 1970’s, moreover, many Korean
V\gz;l ‘ Srtl_ es t }::can;e naturalized.™ Naturalization created new ways of
r ing the admission of relatives, si iti
o1 » since citizens under the 196
arx:ienflljrlr.lents!_lcould petition for parents, married sons and daughtgrs5
i[;tivs; Cilgzg: t/}\lt tl'})le game time, the practice of bringing in wives fo;
ns that had started bef i
pattve i ore 1965 continued through the next
Sfome commentators attribute the late 1970’s decline in the Korean
?}fee (L)J Ofcél%jtlonal caltlegorles to the decade-long recession that plagued
nited States.'"” The greater demand f i i
or family reunificati i
however, probabl igni . changes n the
A y was more significant. Immi i i
) / . gration law changes in th
1970’s also contributed. In res i tom the
. . ponse to intense lobbying fi
American Medical Associati i o
ciation, which feared competiti i
trained Koreans, the laws w i it the
, ere amended in 1976 to limi
P la 76 to limit the number of
physicians and surgeons entering th i
Veagr- tained phys ering the United States.'
s could not enter to i ici
: practice medicine unless th
passed an American national inati ot
: examination and we i
English. As a result ctors who could
. , the number of Korean-trai
-trained doctors wh
enter was substantiall s fon
y reduced. A 1977 change in th
professionals that imposed m ' y e o o
. ore requirements on employe
the [Xlofe551onal entry route more onerous.'® ployers also made
Categoi?eoutglzlgo percent of all Korean immigrants enter through family
s today, many are of the same cl i
( ass as the profes 1
Investors who first immi ; o
grated through the occupational
e | . : pational and nonpref-
e Ocsslelio?es. Slo while the proportion of Koreans who have entr;red
ational categories has decreased in th
s patio ‘ ed in the last fifteen years, the
; r of professionals has not. I immigr.
gy : ot. In 1969, 1,164 immigrants
. ted that theY.were professionals or managers prior to entr ; Thi
BUre rose to 3,955 in 1972, 2,782 in 198 i e
Gose 0 72, 2, 985, and 3,109 in 1989."*
immigrant community 1s over 8o percent foreign-born and 35,000
e Charactse rairete'addrz(li( annually, its career and economic profile reflects
stics of Korean immi i
mach of the sty Per e;l(l; 1m?11grants. Again, the numbers alone tell
. . mple, 25 percent of foreign-
Americans are employed as professi pl e or o
overall A professionals or managers, and 24.8 percent
percent) b gh percentage of Koreans are employed in service jobs (16.5
that con Ofcje(l)ttl)sle_:? lllper;ent of recent Korean immigrants report holdin'g
.7 The shar i
¢ of Koreans employed in blue-collar service,
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farming, factory, and laborer occupations {47.7 percent) is comparable
to that of the general population (45 percent).”™
The proportion categorized as professionals, managers, and execu-
tives is also comparable to the proportion for the general population.’”
This figure, though, includes a high percentage of small-business own-
ers. In 1980, there were 90 Korean-owned businesses for every thousand
Korean Americans. In the general population those figures were 64 per
thousand.'* Between 1982 and 1987, the number of Korean-owned busi-
nesses in the United States more than doubled from 30,919 t0 69,304.
In Los Angeles alone, Korean Americans operated 5,701 small businesses E
in 1987, and 40 percent of Korean household heads and 34 percent of 4
their spouses described themselves as proprietors.” In New York, where
Korean Americans dominate the greengrocer business, 34 percent of the 3
men run small retail businesses.” In the metropolitan areas with the
most business-intensive Asian American communities (Dallas—Fort ;
worth, Houston, and Atlanta), Koreans have business rates of 130 or 4
more per thousand. These high rates of small-business ownership are §
more noteworthy when one considers that few of these immigrants had
pursued merchant vocations before coming to the United States.™ 3
From 1969 though the mid-1970’s, the high percentage of Koreans
operating small businesses stemmed partly from use of the nonprefer- 4
ence investor category available to those buying or starting American §
businesses.’” Confronting strong barriers in the job market, lacking L
English fluency and knowledge of American customs, facing persistent §
discrimination, and refused a foothold in white-collar occupations,
other Koreans turned to small business almost by default.®
Newly arriving immigrants, in turn, perceived their predecessors as g
successful in small businesses and were encouraged to try their hand.

And, as more and more Koreans opened small businesses—such as the'f
greengrocers in New York City—they established business and supply ¢
networks that made it easier for later arrivals to set up their own shops. {
The Korean small-business community has in fact become its own eth—_}
nic labor market.

Income figures reveal that family income is comparable to that of
the general population, though there are more workers in Korean fami- §
lies.® The median income for Korean American full-time workers}
($14,230) is lower than that of white Americans ($15,570). Recent arrivals
are earning less still.” Not surprisingly, a wide discrepancy exists ]
between men and women ($17,360 for men versus $10,260 for women).”
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And foreign-born women earn less than if they were born in Ameri
§$10.,1(.)70 versus $12,760).” A higher proportion of Korean Ame e_flca
ballm 1esh (13.1 percent) than white American families (7 percent;wfaﬁ
elow t le poverty level.” Most of the poor are American-born who h \
service jobs. Of recent immigrants, 11 percent fall below thzv pzve(;tl/

level,™ compared to only 6 cent o W)
er i i tween
g yop f those who 1mm1grated betwee

Asian Indian

Population and Gender Ratio
Population

The Asi . . o
beff) imtahn Indian American community increased from perhaps 50,000
belore e 19§5 reforms to 815,500 by 1990. During this period :)ver
li- ;000 immigrated to the United States."™ Not surprisingly, the po
aflon was over 80 percent foreign-born in 1980."” Since 1983,an a\}3 e
0 mIore tban 25,000 have entered annually."” e
enmlrlrrlnmlgrgtlon reform occurred when India had the highest rate of
e Oeitl ;nT[;los;se;.ondary education of any low-income industrializ
. ¢ Indian economy is divided b wely
AN ed between a small, relativel
odern sector and a large, im i iti d
g ieajaried modern s ge, impoverished traditional agri-
: . nd for better wages ¢
higher levels of education. fes created a great demand for
Polit; . .
e zlcl(t,l;il a}nd economic uncertainty engendered by the failure to
mic expectations since Indian ind d i
cwilmgmens by b ependence contributed to
y to leave. The economy has not b
pace with the demand for b leaving man et e
modern-sector jobs, leavi i
cated persons who ca Cmemloman) (igtly s
nnot be absorbed.* U
- J# Unemployment, frustrati
;e;entment hav‘e created conditions favoring emigrati(;n o
i nrl(z)léglllotuzl t}Ins pegod relations between the United States and
ulated. Immediately after th i
oo o1 y after the 1965 reforms India suffered
ortage and sought U.S. aid. Th i o its
e .S. aid. The United States delayed its
forpits isr;ltcz_survey thg extent of the shortage and was severely crz;icized
Indo_pakic t10n‘. Then in 1971 it intervened on the side of Pakistan in the
o \si.eam‘ Wz}r, and Ir}dla’s victory forced better relations. =
n initially strained relations during this period could not
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